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REAR VIEW
You grew up in Brazil before moving to Australia,
without knowing any English. At what point in your life
did you become passionate about property investing?
As a young man I saw my father buying every building he could
put his hands on, and that was a great learning curve. Yes, I
believe in buy and hold.
Later in life – around 16 – I understood the numbers. I
love the leveraging aspect of property and the fact that when
it goes cash ﬂow positive it can literally buy me other types
of investments.
I also love property because the tenant is as good as a ‘silent
partner’ who is happy to occupy and has no interest in proﬁts
at the end of the day. I also love the fact that I can apply an
aggressive debt reduction strategy against the properties and
thus have greater leverage for the future.

What’s the best deal you’ve done and how did you
find it?

Rear view
with Julio De
-?èRRC
He came to Australia from Brazil without
speaking any English and has since become
the CEO of JDL Strategies. Julio De Laffitte
talks about his greatest property deal,
his ice cream addictions, and his recent
trip to Antarctica with some of the best
entrepreneurs in Australia

One that sticks out is the small house I bought near a little
suburb south of Brisbane called Inala. It was part of a new
residential development in the area and I paid about $119,000
for it. I was criticised at the time by those who thought that
buying a house anywhere near Inala was a bad idea. The suburb
had some reputation issues at the time, but I could see the
potential and the incredible value, so I stayed with it. That little
two-bedroom, single-garage home in a suburb now known as
Forest Lake is now worth $400,000, and it has enabled me to
purchase many other houses.

What are the things you love about being an investor
in Australia?
This is a young country and everything is new and fresh.
There are so many opportunities to prosper and take a part
in the wealth that this country offers. I came from Brazil
where there was high inﬂation and access to money was
difﬁcult and expensive. Here we have easy access to money,
and it’s cheap. I often say that we don’t know how lucky we
are in this great country.
I feel really blessed to be here. I will never forget the day
I became an Australian citizen. It was in Townsville and I
was about 25 years old. We were all gathered ready for the
ceremony, and I looked around me and saw I was surrounded
by beautiful people from diverse backgrounds who had all
made the same choice I had: to become part of this great
country. When I took the oath it was emotional, because it
represented all the love I had for my life to that point and all
the hope I had for the future.

What are three little-known facts about you?
I love paragliding. The sensation of overview of the terrain
while trying to ﬁnd upward ‘invisible forces’ to ﬂy the kite
is an amazing experience, and it draws so many parallels to
business life.
I have two addictions, coffee and ice cream. I run so that –
mostly for no other reason – I can eat my ice cream.
Even though Brazil offers great surﬁng, I learnt to surf
on the Gold Coast, and it was a magical experience in the
waves, learning to stand up and harness the power of the
surf. I remember the ﬁrst wave I ever caught. It was a
beauty, and I rode that wave all the way to the beach. I was
so proud of myself, and then I realised I was the only one
around. I couldn’t even brag about it. It was incredible.
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You recently invested $1.2m to take more than 100
Australian entrepreneurs on a four-star Antarctic Cruiser
which journeyed for 10 days in the Antarctic. Why did
you choose Antarctica?
The concept of the trip was: amazing people going to an
amazing place to get amazing results. What we want to do is to
reignite the spirit of entrepreneurship in Australia.
Antarctica is one of those places that really gets you to reﬂect
on your purpose. It gives you the possibility of unplugging and
being present. It was an amazing journey into the future of our
nation, as some of the best minds in our country discussed
their challenges, creations and desires for the Australia of
the future.

