
14.    The CEO Magazine - April 2015  theceomagazine.com.au theceomagazine.com.au     The CEO Magazine - April 2015    15.

Quark Expeditions 
briefed us on the 
forthcoming weather 
that, unfortunately, 
wasn’t looking good. To 
land on King George 
Island—the largest in 
the South Shetland 

Islands—we would require visibility 
of 1.6 kilometres and a ceiling 
height of 800 feet. On this 
particular day, the visibility was at 
300 metres with a ceiling height of 
100 feet—ergo, a delay was 
unavoidable and we would have  
to wait until the weather report at 
9 am the following day. When 
morning arrived, it was a similar 
story: visibility was at 200 metres 
and ceiling height at 0 feet. The 
thick blanket of fog meant we 
would have to wait even longer 
before we embarked, with the next 
forecast due at 9 pm.

With the delay, it was time to get 
started on igniting the figurative 
‘fire’ that would fuel the think tank 
in the days to come. Everyone 

AN

How do you spark a fire in the icy-cold climes of 
Antarctica? Bring together 106 of Australia’s 
brightest entrepreneurs and business leaders  

for the ‘ultimate think tank’ experience.

On 25 January 2015, 
the future of 
Australian business 
changed. The 
country’s sharpest 

entrepreneurs, investors, and 
business leaders embarked on a 
powerful journey to the Earth’s 
southernmost continent, 
Antarctica. They were boldly 
dubbed the ‘Unstoppables’.

Brazilian self-made millionaire 
Julio De Laffitte founded the 
Unstoppables movement with the 
aim to raise the financial 
intelligence of Australia and ignite 
entrepreneurial spirit. He worked 
closely with co-founder and 
project director Priscila Duarte to 
encourage more than 100 elite 
business brains from a diverse 
range of sectors to travel to one of 
the harshest yet most beautiful and 
awe-inspiring places in the world 
for an 11-day think tank. 

The location ensured attendees, 
including myself, were removed 
from daily distractions, allowing 
networking between savvy 
entrepreneurs, millionaire business 
leaders, and industry heavyweights, 
inspiring radical thinking. We 
participated in a series of workshops 
hosted by top-flight facilitators and 
corporate leaders to foster fresh 
concepts and come back with the 
energy to ultimately shape the 
future of Australian business.

Similar to the Australian business 
environment, it wasn’t long before 
we were required to adapt. Mother 
Nature had thrown us a curve ball, 

delaying our adventure by several 
days due to poor weather; however, 
we showed resilience and 
persistence to finally achieve our 
goal and get to our destination. 
These qualities, and everything else 
we were to discover and take in, 
would prove to be just as relevant 
to our professional spheres back 
home as they were in Antarctica. 

Kaya Finlayson from SoDUS Films 
documented the entire expedition 
and interviewed each of us for the 
Unstoppables documentary—
capturing memories that would be 
cherished for a lifetime.

Day one was upon us and our 
group arrived at the luxurious 
Hotel Dreams del Estrecho in Punta 
Arenas, Chile, eager for what was to 
come. We were greeted by the 
Unstoppables team, including Julio 
who expressed his congratulations 
to all participants in the inaugural 
expedition—aptly titled ‘Fire on Ice’. 
In his welcome address, he stressed 
the importance of Australian 
business leaders doing more to 
support entrepreneurial 
development as well as the need to 
preserve the planet by working with 
smarter sustainability objectives. 

After we were introduced to the 
various facilitators and members of 
the design team, lead facilitator 
David Pointon ran through an 
outline of the think tank program 
and itinerary. Everyone was also 
kitted up with their Quark 
Expedition parkas, boots, and a 
range of thermal wear from major 
sponsor Icebreaker.
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“The 
Unstoppables 
trip was  
an amazing 
journey with 
some truly 
inspirational 
people. The 
level of 
discussion and 
business 
networking was 
just as 
spectacular as 
the scenery.” 
- Greg Anderson, Brasil 
by the Kilo Restaurants
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Unstoppables on the Antarctic continent

Gentoo penguin

David Pointon

Kaya Finlayson and Dan Freene

EVENT

By Daniel Di Loreto

As featured in  
The CEO Magazine
For more info visit 
theceomagazine.com.au
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What happens when 106 business leaders travel to the most isolated continent 
on Earth? The CEO Magazine joins the Unstoppables’ polar expedition to  

map out the future of Australian business in the ultimate think tank

Belle Property’s Peter Hanscomb  •  National Rural Independents’ Grant McShane  •  Sanitarium’s Todd Saunders

ANTARCTICA
Unstoppable in

theceomagazine.com.au
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or a Furnace (an established, 
successful business).

The expedition was halfway through. 
We began to travel north and got 
ourselves ready for a jam-packed 
day. After breakfast, Jaan Jerabek 
conducted Cathartic Breathwork 
with the group, followed by Dr 
David E Martin, founder and 
chairman of M•CAM Inc., the 
international leader in innovation 
enablement, trade and intangible 
asset finance. David spoke on the 
topic of integral accounting. 

We eased into the afternoon with 
a cruise around the Yalour Islands 
before getting psyched up to push 
ourselves mentally and physically 
for the highly anticipated Polar 
Plunge. Jumping off a perfectly 
safe ship into icy minus-2-degree 
Antarctic water might not appeal 
to everyone, but for more than 
half of our adventure-seeking 

and call out buzzwords in 
response to the question ‘What 
does it take to be unstoppable?’ 
Finally, back in groups of four to 
get to know fellow Unstoppables, 
each of us spoke for seven 
minutes about who we are, our 
background, what we could bring 
to the think tank, and what we 
wished to take home. When 
evening came, we all enjoyed a 
special Australia Day dinner  
and party—it would be 
unAustralian not to! 

Upon waking the next morning, 
we received the news we had 
been hoping for—we would be 
departing Punta Arenas and flying 
over the Drake Passage to King 
George Island. We excitedly 
divided into two groups and 
boarded two flights to Antarctica—
at last we were on our way. Given 
the delay, the Unstoppables crew 
carried out another workshop 
while cruising the Patagonian sky. 
The ‘Superhero profile’ required 
us to identify our knowledge 
(head), skills (hands), and passion 
(heart). We then filled out our 
superpowers (cape) and shared 
this with our peers. 

Before landing, Julio had some 
insightful words: “Although Mother 
Nature has delayed us, we will 
continue to persist as we do in 
business and strive to achieve 
success. This is done by adapting to 
whatever is thrown our way.” We 
disembarked, made the short walk 
to the shore and boarded Zodiacs 
to our floating home—the Sea 
Adventurer. Upon arrival, expedition 
leader Solan Jensen led a safety and 
emergency evacuation briefing.

Day four started with a cruise 
down the Gerlache Strait to 
Charlotte Bay, where our group 
joined Sebastien Eckersley-Maslin, 
founder and CEO of technology 
incubator BlueChilli, in the main 
lounge for his presentation on 
disruption. Sebastien is the 2013 
Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the 
Year, three-time Anthill Magazine 
30under30 winner, and a former 
navy weapons engineer. 

Following lunch, we anchored in 
Orne Harbour, boarded the 
Zodiacs to cruise around the 
icebergs before our first 
continental landing at Portal Point. 
A hike up the glacier meant we 

enthusiastically divided into trios 
for the first workshop, which 
centred around two questions: 

1. ‘What are you pretending not  
to know?’

2. ‘What do you know that others 
will disagree with you about?’ 

Session number two followed 
where, in groups of four, the 
discourse focused on the topic 
‘Boom or bust’. Small teams picked 
two industries that they expected 
would boom by 2025 and then 
produced a provocative and 
believable future scenario for 
Australia to present to the 
audience. Creative visualiser  
Max Frieder captured all output 
from the workshops visually for  
us to reference during the think 
tank. After a short break for lunch, 
Julio presented all participants 
with a book called Abundance: The 
future is better than you think by 
Peter H Diamandis as a gift, 
before it was back to a ‘Popcorn 
theory’ third workshop that 
required us to form one big circle 

could stop and appreciate the 
magnificent panorama of Antarctica 
from a high viewpoint. 

We then returned to the Sea 
Adventurer for dinner and gave 
our full attention to Australian 
adventure legend Geoff Wilson  
at a late-night presentation.  
Geoff holds the record for the 
longest land journey ever by  
kite (2,450 kilometres through  
the Sahara Desert, in 2009) and 
the fastest crossing of Antarctica 
using kites (53 days, in 2014).  
He also holds the record for  
the longest solo unsupported 
journey ever by an Australian in 
the polar regions.

A cruise south towards the Fish 
Islands kicked off the next 
morning’s itinerary. Julian Noel led 
a meditation in the main lounge, 
while David Martin and David 
Pointon ran a yoga class in the Polar 
Library for those who wished to 

join. This would become a 6-am 
routine for many. After breakfast, 
the kayaking group met in the 
library for an equipment briefing, 
and then it was time for the first 
workshop of the day. Being Legacy 
Day, legacy and leadership expert 
Rosemary Bishop, CEO of 3Bridges, 
shared her knowledge gained while 
working in the private, public, and 
not-for-profit sectors. 

We broke for lunch while we 
travelled further south along the 
Grandidier Channel to Crystal 
Sound. Here we crossed the 
Antarctic Circle (66°33’45.6’’ south 
of the Equator)—one of our key 
expedition objectives. After 
celebrating the crossing, we 
proceeded to the stern of the ship to 
meet King Neptune and his queen 
and participate in a ritual of wetting 
your head with Antarctic water, 
kissing a fish, receiving a stamp on 
the forehead with Neptune’s trident, 
and drinking a glass of champagne. 

This was followed by an afternoon 
workshop with professional 
negotiator Matt Lohmeyer from 
Negotiation Partners, on the 
subject of negotiation. After 
dinner, we tapped into our 
entrepreneurial spirit, allowing us 
to identify whether we were a 
Spark (idea), a Flame (idea that 
has developed), a Fire (business), 

Orne Harbour

Orne Harbour lies on the north-
west side of the Arctowski 
Peninsula near the northern 
entrance to the Errera Channel. It 
was discovered by de Gerlache in 
1898 and named by whalers. The 
harbour is surrounded by glaciers. 
At the southern entrance lies 
Spigot Peak, a black 286-metre-tall 
spire named because of its 
resemblance to a spigot or cask 
plug. The site is home to a 
Chinstrap penguin breeding colony.
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“Antarctica 
holds a special 
place in my 
heart, and it 
was the perfect 
venue for a 
‘super think 
tank’—it was 
impossible for 
magic NOT  
to happen.” 
- Geoff Wilson, 
Adventurer/Motivator, 5th 
Element Expeditions

“Lesson from 
the land of ice 
and snow: 
‘Slow down to 
go fast’—on 
the ice, it’s 
better to make 
sure your foot is 
well planted 
before moving 
forward.” 
- Jennifer Elliott, CEO  
and founder, Integrity  
and Values
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Portal Point, Charlotte Bay

Cesar Barroso and Anna Moreno 
interview Geoff Wilson

Legacy workshop by Rosemary Bishop

Youngest Unstoppable Parrys Raines and adventure 
legend Geoff Wilson kayak through the ice

Max Frieder’s visual illustration on 
what it takes to be ‘unstoppable’

The CEO Magazine’s Chris Dutton and Daniel Di Loreto 
celebrate crossing the Antarctic circle

Holly Ransom takes the polar plunge



18.    The CEO Magazine - April 2015  theceomagazine.com.au theceomagazine.com.au     The CEO Magazine - April 2015    19.

The second workshop focused on 
sustainability with Geoff ‘GG’ 
Gourley. Geoff is an ‘actionist’, not 
an activist. He possesses more than 
22 years of experience in the 
environmental, sustainability, 
property, and business 
communities, and is currently the 
founder and executive director of 
NuGreen Solutions, as well as 
being a board director of the 
United Nations Association of 
Australia (UNAA). 

The final workshop of the day 
centred on match-making and was 
an opportunity to network and 
form relationships with fellow 
Unstoppables who may not have 
yet connected.

Following on from dinner, we 
were encouraged to gather on the 
outer bow deck as the ship sailed 
north through Wilhelmina Bay. 
The sight we were lucky enough 
to witness certainly did not 
disappoint as a pod of Orca was 
spotted, ticking off another main 
objective of the expedition. As we 

crew it was a fun challenge we 
chose to accept. The Unstoppables 
broke the record for the Sea 
Adventurer by plunging a total of 
70 people. 

After coming down from the 
adrenalin rush, the tour continued 
north through the Lemaire 
Channel. Evening plans included a 
continuation of the integral 
accounting workshop, while those 
who were lucky enough to be 
selected to go camping on the ice 
disembarked the Sea Adventurer 
and headed to Leith Cove in 
Paradise Harbor.

The last day of January had 
arrived and it was time to pitch 
existing ideas to a panel of four 
Unstoppables and hear their 
thoughts. It was a great exercise 
for observers and pitchers to gain 
insight into the perfect way to 

pitch a new concept, highlighting 
the various dos and don’ts. 

The ice campers returned with 
stories aplenty, after which the ship 
journeyed through the Neumayer 
Channel. Following lunch, we 
boarded the Zodiacs to land at 
Port Lockroy and Jougla Point. 

Quark Expeditions briefed the team 
on the past few days activities 
before a night of fun commenced. 
A polar barbecue dinner on the 
stern’s top outer deck was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all, and then 
it was time to let our secret alter 
egos come out to play and don 
costumes for the superhero party. 
Guises ranged from Spiderman to 
Duffman. To conclude the evening, 
creative visualiser Max Frieder 
coordinated the creation of a mural 
by fellow Unstoppables.

February 1 saw the Sea Adventurer 
arrive at Neko Harbour, where we 

boarded Zodiacs for a shore 
landing. We walked through a 
breeding Gentoo penguin colony, 
and then commenced a hike to a 
high point for uninterrupted 
360-degree views of Neko Harbour 
and Andvord Bay. At the top, we 
were encouraged to remain silent 
to truly appreciate the beauty of 
our surroundings.

It was then back to the Sea 
Adventurer for lunch and the first 
workshop of the day—
transformational entrepreneurship 
with Julian Noel. Julian is a 
provocateur and catalyst for 
change. He is an entrepreneur, 
game changer, presenter, facilitator, 
community builder, coach, event 
designer, and connector. He is the 
founder and vision holder for 
Shine, which provides the 
gathering place for change makers 
with a vision for a brighter future. 
Its mission is to create a global 
community of change makers, or 
people with a bright vision of how 
the future can be. 

Neko Harbour

Neko Harbour lies on the eastern 
shore of Andvord Bay, 
approximately 11 kilometres south 
of the Errera Channel. It was 
discovered by Gerlache during his 
Belgian Antarctic expedition from 
1897 to 1899. It is named for the 
floating whale factory ship Neko, 
which often used this bay. This site 
is a continental landing and home 
to approximately 250 breeding 
pairs of Gentoo penguin. Neko 
Harbour is notorious for its calving 
glaciers. Spectacular views of 
Andvord Bay can be obtained from 
the walk up the ridge; however, the 
glacier is heavily crevassed.

Port Lockroy

Port Lockroy comprises Jougla 
Point and Goudier Island, both of 
which are home to Gentoo 
penguins. Jougla Point is a rocky 
peninsula indented with small 
coves. Snow cornices, glaciers, 
and extensive steep and highly 
crevassed snowfields surround the 
space. There is an extraordinary 
museum inside the old (BAS) hut 
on Goudier Island. One room within 
the hut is also a post office and gift 
shop where mail can be sent from 
Port Lockroy, and may take from 
three weeks to three months to 
reach its destination.

called it a night, the ship 
continued to journey north in the 
Gerlache Strait along the west 
coast of the Antarctic Peninsula.

Day nine was the last day of the 
Unstoppables think tank, with an 
integral accounting panel of 
volunteers formed to provide 
firsthand experience and answers 
on questions about money posed by 
the audience. This was followed by 
a presentation by David Martin, who 
launched Key Stroke—a new finding 
engine that finds a website rather 
than searches for it. The first ‘find’ 
was carried out by the youngest 
Unstoppable and founder of 
Climate Girl, Parrys Raines. David 
proceeded to give each Unstoppable 
their own Key Stroke as a gift.  

The Sea Adventurer headed 
towards Deception Island and 
entered Port Foster—the crater of a 
volcano—before landing at Telefon 
Bay. We hiked to a high point to 
display the Unstoppable mural and 
then explored the area at our own 
leisure. In the afternoon, we 
cruised to the southern edge of the 
South Shetland Islands to Maxwell 
Bay, King George Island, before a 

Telefon Bay

Telefon Bay lies on the north-west 
side of Port Foster, Deception 
Island, and is home to the crater of 
the most recent volcanic eruption 
in Antarctica, which occurred in 
1969. It was named after a salvage 
vessel that moored in the bay in 
1909 awaiting repairs. From a 
wide, flat, black-sand beach,  
an apron slopes gently upward to 
the steep face of the cinder-
covered glacier.

disembarkation briefing and a 
gratitude dinner with our captain, 
Alexey Zakalashnyuk.

The adventure had come to an 
end. As we took in our last few 
breaths of the cool Antarctic air, 
we boarded the Zodiacs to be 
transferred to shore to fly back to 
Punta Arenas. We were left to think 
about the journey that was—the 
beauty, the challenges, the 
inspiration, and the insights that 
would stay with us forever.

The Unstoppables ultimate think 
tank is set to return again for 2016 
with Australia’s top entrepreneurs 
and business leaders travelling to 
another incredibly diverse 
bucket-list region of the world: the 
Amazon. In February, participants 
will travel to the famous rainforest 
as well as have the choice to take 
part in the colourful Rio de 
Janeiro festival, Carnival. For more 
information or to get involved in 
the next life-changing experience, 
visit unstoppables.com.au.  
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“My company 
is focused on 
inspiring, 
creating, and 
growing, and 
that is what 
took place 
during the  
‘Fire on Ice’ 
expedition. It 
was a life-
changing 
experience.” 
- Gemma Manning, 
Managing Director, 
Manning and Co.

“The 
Unstoppables 
‘Fire on Ice’ 
trip: in one 
word, ‘Wow!’ 
Spending time 
with such 
extraordinary 
individuals and 
building 
relationships 
and developing 
ideas together 
in such pristine 
beauty was 
amazing.” 
- Jason Ince, Managing 
Director, Adpost Online 
Pty Ltd
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Telefon Bay, Decepton Island

A polar barbecue before  
the superhero party

Zodiac cruising

Max Frieder with the Unstoppable mural

Neko Harbour

Unstoppables founder Julio De Laffitte

David Martin


